310                Saint-Simon

contented with the abbey of Baume, another good ab-
bey in Picardy, and divers other advantages.

Except when he came to the Court, where he was
always received with great distinction, he remained at
his abbey of Baume, living there like a grand seigneur,
keeping a fine pack of hounds, a good table, entertain-
ing jovial company, keeping mistresses very freely;
tyrannising over his tenants and his neighbours in the
most absolute manner. The intendants gave way to
him, and by express orders of the Court allowed him
to act much as he pleased, even with the taxes, which
he regulated at his will, and in his conduct was often-
times very violent. With these manners and this bear-
ing, which caused him to be both feared and respected,
he would often amuse himself by going to see the Char-
treux, in order to plume himself on having quitted their
frock. He played much at hombre, and frequently
gained codille (a term of the game), so that the name
of the Abbe Codille was given to him. He lived in this
manner always with the same licence and in the same
consideration, until nearly ninety years of age.

